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‘| am delighted to endorse this official celebration of our
first 150 years of rugby at Cardiff. It has involved a huge
amount of work and I'm confident that all our
supporters will find it a joy to read.’

Jamie Muir Interim Managing Director Cardiff Rugby

| offer our sincere congratulations on the celebration

of 150 years of Cardiff rugby. Cardiff has always been
associated with an exciting brand of rugby and, in recent
years, has provided a shining example in terms of its
development pathway which is effectively helping grow the
stars of the future. This is clearly evident in the teams we
see on the pitch today. Those involved in the production

of such a collectable volume are to be commended for
their diligence and imagination in creating this record of
memorable events and all praise for its production should
be directed to its authors for the immense amount of time
spent researching and collating the information.’

Keith Morgan Chairman, Cardiff Athletic Club

Book Features

e A comprehensive history of one of the
most famous clubs in the world.

e A chronicle of the club, its players, and
greatest moments. These volumes will
trace the playing history of the club
from those early days through to the
professional era and its two triumphs
on the European Rugby stage.

e In-depth feature sections on specific
aspects of the club’s history.

e Limited edition includes signatures of
six great former Cardiff players.

e By pre-ordering, your name will
appear in the book and be recorded as
part of Cardiff rugby history.

e Only 150 copies of the signed,
Limited Editions and 500 copies of the
Subscriber Editions available.

e The ultimate Cardiff Rugby companion
book for all fans.

e Both Cardiff Rugby’s and Cardiff
Athletic Club’s proceeds from this
publication will be donated to Cardiff
Rugby Museum.
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Limited Edition 150 copies:
Order by 20 March 2026.

e Each copy printed with
150 subscriber names

e Only 150 copies available in this edition
* High quality paper and binding

e Hardback cover with gold foil

e Signed by six Cardiff Greats

* Includes a slip case cover

e 224 pages of amazing stories
and reports

e Size 250mm x 250mm

® 66,000 words, over 370 illustrations
e Price, £150

¢ |ISBN 9781805951834

Pre-order the Limited or

Subscriber Editions by 20 March 2026,
for publication, September 2026.
Graffeg/CardiffRugbyBooks

Limited and Subscriber Book Editions

Subscriber Edition 500 copies:
Order by 20 March 2026.

e Each copy printed with
500 subscriber names

¢ High quality paper and binding
e Hardback cover with silver foil

¢ 208 pages of amazing stories
and reports

e Size 250mm x 250mm

® 63,000 words, over 330 illustrations
* Price, £40

e |ISBN 9781805951827


https://graffeg.com/products/cardiff-rugby-club-1876-2026-150-years
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Authors

We were both absolutely delighted to have been asked to

produce this celebratory volume of 150 years of Cardiff

rugby. Between us, we can muster a combined total of

129 years watching the club in its various guises and

we absolutely have Cambridge blue and black running

through our veins - so not quite 150, but pretty close!

The project has taken almost three years
to complete but has been an absolute
labour of love. We have hugely enjoyed
the task and are delighted to have
played a small role in helping mark the
sesquicentennial anniversary of the
founding of our great club in 1876.
Despite there being several iterations
in terms of how rugby at Cardiff has
manifested itself over time, we have
treated the story as a continuous one
from the formation of the Cardiff Football
Club in 1876 through to Cardiff Rugby in
the present day. Though a minority at the
Arms Park may take a different view, for
us it is the only perspective that makes
sense, and we are confident that the
majority of readers will agree.

David Allen was previously a member
of the Cardiff Rugby Board, founding
chair of CF10, the club’s supporters’
trust, and a committee member of
Cardiff RFC. He currently chairs the
Cardiff Rugby Museum Steering Group.
A lifelong Cardiff Rugby Club supporter,
he collaborated with Gwyn Prescott on
his previous publication Cardiff Arms Park
- An lllustrated Architectural and Social
History (2021).

A lifelong supporter of Cardiff Rugby Club,

Gwyn Prescott is a rugby and First World
War historian who has written extensively
on early rugby history especially in Wales.
He is a member of the Cardiff Rugby
Museum Steering Group and author of
"This Rugby Spellbound People’: the Birth of
Rugby in Cardiff and Wales (3rd Ed. 2024).

David Allen

Gwyn Prescott



Rugby Greats

From the amateur era to the professional
age, Cardiff Rugby Club has been home
to many remarkable players whose
brilliance has echoed far beyond the Arms
Park. Legends such as Barry John, Sir
Gareth Edwards and Gerald Davies were
central to Cardiff’'s achievements both in
domestic rugby and against international
touring sides, setting standards that
opponents across Britain and beyond
aspired to match. This has continued into
the modern era, with players such as
Sam Warburton, Leigh Halfpenny, Jamie
Roberts, Taulupe Faletau, and Tomos
Williams driving Cardiff's achievements
in the professional game. Many of these
greats have also gone on to represent
Wales and the British and Irish Lions,

underlining Cardiff Rugby’s historic role
as a breeding ground for international
excellence and a cornerstone of the
global rugby story.

Six rugby greats from Cardiff rugby
will proudly sign each copy of the
Limited Edition. By purchasing a Limited
Edition or Subscriber copy in advance
of publication, you can ensure that your

Rugby Greats

name is included in the subscriber appendix
and forever associated with the history of
this great club. Both editions are guaranteed
to sell out, and applications will be dealt
with on a first come, first served basis.
Applications for both editions will close on
the 20th of March, 2026.

Gareth Edwards; Gareth Davies.
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1876 Cardiff Football Club is formed. 1878 Cambridge blue and black 1881 South Wales Challenge Cup

First match at the Arms Park. colours adopted.

S A

1947-8 ‘Greatest ever season’ with 1926-7 Two First XVs adopted for 1908 Australia defeated 24-8.
thirty-nine out forty-one games won. five seasons.
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1947 Australia beaten 11-3. 1953 New Zealand defeated 8-3. 1957 Australia beaten 14-11. . ‘

2003 Regional rugby arrives and the 1996 Cardiff face Toulouse in the

1984 Australia defeated for the sixth & N 3
side becomes ‘Cardiff Blues'.

first ever European Cup Final. | consecutive time 16-12.
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2009 Gloucester beaten 50-12 in 2010 Toulon defeated 28-21 in Amlin

2012 Club returns to the Arms Park
EDF Cup Final at Twickenham. Challenge Cup Final.

after three seasons at the Cardiff
City Stadium.




1884 The four three-quarter system
is born.
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1907 South Africa beaten 17-0.
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1981 WRU Cup won for the first time.

2018 Gloucester beaten 31-30 in
European Challenge Cup Final.

1885-6 The “Cardiff game’ is
unleashed: one match out of twenty-
seven lost.

5 BN

1905-6 Unbeaten club season.

¥

1979-80 'Rags’ Centenary

A&
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2021 Club rebrands to ‘Cardiff
Rugby’.

Harlequins v Cardiff at Twickenham,
1985. Cardiff players (left to right) Alan

Phillips, Alun Glasson, Steve Cannon, lan

Eidman, Jeff Whitefoot, Gareth Davies,
and Tim Crothers. Cardiff won 38-16.

1888 New Zealand Native Team
defeated 4-1.

. >
m I
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1898 Newport beaten four times in
one season for the first time.

1975 Australia beaten 14-9.

1976-7 Centenary season.

2025-6 Sesquicentennial season.
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Three titans of
Cardiff Rugby

Though it perhaps seems unfair to pick
out individual players in an age when so
many contributed so much, three giants
of the game graced the turf of the Arms
Park in the early years of the new century

many years, performed the key turning
ceremony and recalled his friend as
follows:

He was the most complete footballer |
have ever met, equally strong in every
department of the game. He was the
most difficult man to stop because of
his long, raking stride coupled with

with Nicholls as described by Dai Smith
and Gareth Williams in their centenary
history of Welsh rugby:

Rhys Gabe’s entry on the international
stage gave the ageing Nicholls a
tailor-made greyhound to release...
(he) was then 5 foot 11 inches and

12 stone 10 lbs, very hard to stop as

During The first Golden Era of Cardiff and Welsh Rugby’,
three giants of the game graced the turf of the Arms Park
in the early years of the new century - Gwyn Nicholls,

Rhys Gabe and Percy Bush.

recognised as the outstanding back of his
time and a great thinker about the game,
both technically and tactically’. He would
go on to represent the club 242 times,
captaining it in four seasons, and scoring
111 tries. He won twenty-four Welsh caps,
leading the team on ten occasions, and
represented the British Isles on the 1899
tour to Australia. On the latter, he played
in all four tests and scored two tries as
the ‘Lions’ came back from a first test
deficit to claim the series 3-1.

On his death in 1939, such was the
esteem in which he was held that plans
were immediately put in place to establish
a lasting memorial to his name at the
Arms Park. Though delayed by the
Second World War, the Gwyn Nicholls
Gates were funded by public subscription
and officially opened on Boxing Day,
1949. Rhys Gabe, his centre partner of
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ground. Nicholls also authored one of the
earliest technical manuals on the game,
The Modern Rugby Game and How to Play
it (1908), and after retiring in 1910 went
on to serve on the committee and as a
national selector.

Gabe himself was a native of
Llangennech, Carmarthenshire, and
made his debut for Llanelli at the tender
age of seventeen. Moving to London in
1901 to undertake teacher training at
Borough Road College, he played for
London Welsh while in the metropolis.
Returning to Wales to take up a teaching
position at Howard Gardens Cardiff in
1904, he joined the club and played
regularly until 1908. He appeared in a
total of 115 matches for Cardiff, scoring
fifty-one tries, and captaining the side in
1907-8. He also won twenty-four Welsh
caps, scoring eleven tries for his country
and formed a devastating partnership

in the modern era by Jack Matthews and
Bleddyn Williams'.

Having first played for Cardiff in
season 1899-1900, Percy Bush was
initially a ‘flashy’ centre three-quarter,
but with Nicholls” support (and supported
by letters from enthusiastic advocates
in the press), he switched to and had
become the club’s established fly-half
by Christmas 1903. Davies described the
Canton-born man as:

Page 45, top: Three legendary stars of
Cardiff, Welsh, and British rugby (left to
right): Gwyn Nicholls, Rhys Gabe, and
Percy Bush.

Bottom: Nicholls and Bush combine for a
Cardiff score against Newport at the
Arms Park, early 1900s.



Extract pages - Chapter 3. 1900-1918

13



Cardiff Rugby Club 1876-2026

The Greatest
Season?

Cardiff resumed official post-war fixtures
on the 1st September, 1945, with a 43-3
victory over a Cardiff and District XV. The
match was a suitable return to some
kind of normality, being a traditional

While bomb damage meant that the Arms Park may not

Boxing Day, though they would gain some
revenge by defeating them in the semi-
final of the Middlesex Sevens the following
April. Matthews retained the captaincy
in 1946-7, but shared duties with Les
Mansfield due to the continuing demands
of his service career.

While bomb damage meant that the
Arms Park may not have had the shine of

were crowned unofficial Welsh Club
Champions. A highlight of the season
included another win over Australia, with
the crowd restricted to 40,000 due to
rebuilding at the Arms Park. But, for those
with blue and black in the blood, just as
enjoyable was beating Newport four times
in a season for the first time since 1905-6.
J.B.G Thomas wrote of Cardiff's

have had the shine of the old, Cardiff Rugby soon burned

brighter than ever ... Undefeated at home, Tanner’s side

were crowned unofficial Welsh Club Champions.

Celeprites 1ol e sdiie yedl.
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rower Elvet Jones played in thirty-nine

of Cardiff's matches, while Roy Roberts,
William Jones, and Frank Trott trailed just
behind him on thirty-eight appearances.
Matthews’ centre partner and best friend,
Bleddyn Williams, finished the season
with forty-one tries, breaking a fifty-

five year-old club record. It would take
almost half a century for the figure to be
surpassed, with winger Steve Ford finally
overhauling it in 1997.

Cardiff's only blemishes were
somewhat surprising and came on the
road at Pontypool and Penarth. For the
latter, the club could at least point to nine
of its regular team representing Wales in
Belfast that day. Matthews was to get his
revenge over Pooler in the return fixture
at home, helping himself to four tries in a
30-3 win.

Cardiff’s domestic dominance
was rewarded with eleven different

players lining up for Wales during the
international season. Remarkably, the
club supplied ten players to each of the
Wales XVs that faced England, Scotland,
and France and nine to the sides that
faced Australia and Ireland.

Club Champions
again

Cardiff again claimed the unofficial Welsh
Club Championship in the 1948-9 season,
this time securing thirty-nine wins from
forty-five matches and suffering just three
defeats.

The list of players that lined up in the
years that followed the war and into the
early 1950s reads like a ‘'who's who' of
club icons. Alongside the aforementioned
Bleddyn Williams, Tanner, and Matthews,
Cardiff fans were blessed to be able to

watch the likes of Billy Cleaver, Gareth
Griffiths, Gwyn Rowlands, Cliff Morgan,
and Rex Willis in the backs, together with
Stan Bowes, Geoff Beckingham, Cliff
Davies, Bill Tamplin, Malcolm Thomas,
Derek ‘CD’ Williams, and Sid Judd in the
forwards. Several of these names are
frequently listed among the greatest ever
to line up for Wales and the British and
Irish Lions. The fact they all played in
blue and black in the immediate post-war
period only underlines the strength of
Cardiff rugby at this time.

Cardiff’s prestigious place in world
rugby made them hugely attractive
opponents for other teams and it could
take many years to be added to the club’s
fixture list (if the invitation ever came at

Three of the all-time Cardiff greats:
Bleddyn Williams, Dr. Jack Mathews, and
Cliff Morgan.
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1970-1979

The new club ground was officially opened in
October 1970 on what had previously been the
Arms Park cricket pitch. Edwards and John
became established as the world’s leading
half-back partnership after the victorious Lions
tour of 1971. A glittering centenary season in
1976-7 included games against a World XV
and Argentina and culminated in a celebratory
banquet at Cardiff Castle. By the decade end,
two new half-back stars had emerged, and the
‘Rags’ celebrated their own centenary.

Left: "...like pushing behind a sofa’.
The Cardiff front row of Mike Knill,
Mike Watkins, and Barry Nelmes.
Cardiff v Italy, 1976.
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Championship and
cup double

Lakin had been appointed captain of the
‘Rags’ at the start of the season but ended
up featuring in forty-two out of forty-
eight first team fixtures, the second team
captaincy transferring to lan Robinson.

Season 1981-2 saw the club complete the rare double of

winning the unofficial Western Mail Championships and
retaining the WRU cup ... Thirty-two out of thirty-seven

fixtures were won.

the first since Eddie Thomas' team had
claimed the title in 1957-8. Thirty-two out
of thirty-seven fixtures were won, with
four losses and one draw, with 798 points
for and 430 against. Roger Beard, who
was now coach alongside Gary Samuel,
identified the keys to the team’s success:

We decided to change our style
dramatically...The players accepted
what we were going to try to achieve
and | think every one of them enjoyed
our total dedication to attack from
everywhere...it was wonderful to

see the commitment that...all our
international players gave to the team.
They never picked their games or

took rests just because they were star
players. If things started to go wrong
we could have switched to 10-man
tactics without difficulty. But it is always
more fun for the players to expand

18

attacking options to the full. That,
and the loyalty of the players, was the
foundation of our success.

The route to the cup this year was much
tougher, with away matches against
Glamorgan Wanderers and Ebbw Vale
before a 12-3 home win against Llanelli

in the fourth round. Newbridge were

then overcome 21-11 in the semi-final at
Rodney Parade. Bridgend were once again
the opponents in the final and Cardiff were
soon rocked back after they conceded nine
points in the first six minutes of what was
to be a fast and exciting game. A David
Barry penalty from wide out was followed
by a storming run by second-row Kevin
Edwards that set prop lan Eidman up for

a try that was converted by Barry to level
the scores just before half time. A further
second half penalty by Barry saw the club

take the lead for the first time before it was
cancelled out by one from Gary Pearce.
Twelve all was how it ended, but the cup
was won for the second time by virtue of
Cardiff having scored the only try.

In the face of opposition from the Welsh
Anti-Apartheid movement, and despite the
fact the WRU had already cancelled its own
planned tour to South Africa, the club went
ahead with a five-match tour in May after
‘seeking assurances that they would play
South African sides chosen on a non-racial
basis.” Three out of five fixtures were lost,
but a notable 14-13 victory over Western
Province achieved.

Cardiff v Maoris 1982, Gareth Evans fields
a ball in front of the charging Maoris
pack as David Barry looks on.



Australia conquered
for the sixth time

The following season of 1982-3 saw
eighteen defeats and two draws in
forty-six games and a finish in ninth
position in the unofficial championship,
the worst since 1935-6. The losses
included a 17-10 defeat to the Maori on
the National Ground after conceding
fourteen points in a five-minute spell in
October and a 13-6 away defeat in the cup
to eventual winners Pontypool in which
David Barry and Gareth Davies contrived
to miss six penalties between them. The
Barbarians match ended in a 32-all draw
after the home side had trailed 26-12 at
one point. Both sides scoring six tries and
with Gareth Davies just failing to secure
victory with his missed conversion of an
Adrian Hadley try in the corner. The
Baabaas featured Springbok stars Errol
Tobias and Dannie Gerber, and the
Western Mail reported that:

...the only sorrowful man as everyone
trudged off the field was limping
Cardiff touch judge Stan Bowes who
had to be replaced by club Chairman
Tony Williams, after pulling a calf
muscle. But Stan is never unhappy for
long — especially after a match like
this.

The Rugby Annual for Wales again voted
Holmes Player of the Year, attributing
much of the revival in Welsh fortunes to
the Cardiff man and declaring him the
‘hero of the season’, one in which he
scored twenty-six tries for his Club.
After the disappointments of the

previous year, Cardiff fared far better the
following by finishing third in the
championship in 1983-4 and securing the
WRU cup for the third time in four years.
Led by John Scott for a record equalling
fourth consecutive year, the season saw
the team break its own aggregate points
record with 1,214, Gareth Davies improve
his own personal club scoring record to
383 (which included four drop goals
against Swansea to equal Barry John's
record), Adrian Hadley scored twenty-nine
tries and Alan Phillips twenty-four.
Llanelli were beaten 26-6 in the cup
semi-final at Swansea before a
determined Neath side was overcome
24-19 in the final. Neath claimed the
moral victory of scoring three tries to
Cardiff's two and, on a perfect spring day,
the crowd was reported as a
‘disappointing’ 25,000. Notable recruits
include former Welsh Youth captain Mike
Rayer, who joined from Llandaff North
and was destined to become another
Cardiff legend.

The attendance for the game against
Australia in October 1984 was also
disappointing at 20,000, largely because
the fixture was played midweek. Those
present saw the club record its sixth
consecutive win over the Wallabies in a
16-12 triumph. Steve Cannon deputised
for the injured Holmes and his partner
Gareth Davies ‘controlled events with
superb tactical assurance’. ‘Cardiff
conquer! Aussie fightback fails as Gareth
breaks their hearts’ ran the Western Mail
headline, though it was a superb forward
effort by Norster, Edwards, Eidman,
Phillips, and Whitefoot that carried the
day. The outside-half was out of favour
with the Welsh selectors at the time,

Extract pages - Chapter 9. 1980-1989

leading Australian coach Alan Jones to
conclude that ‘Wales must be a red-hot
side if they can leave Davies out.’

Andrew Slack’s side went on to defeat
all four home nations on tour for the first
time, leading Stan Bowes, by then Cardiff
Chairman, to conclude that ‘In retrospect
the victory became more meritorious as
the team on the day subsequently became
their grand slam team.” With the benefit
of additional hindsight, the match took on
even greater significance as it turned out
to be the last occasion that Cardiff would
face the full Australian team, though
Cardiff Blues would play a hastily
arranged mid-week friendly against an
Australian XV in 2009.

Another
partnership ends

Holmes had picked up the injury that
prevented him from facing the Aussies in
a titanic 9-all draw with Pontypool played
before a crowd of 16,000 at the Arms Park
in October. Cardiff were otherwise
unbeaten at home, with stand-out
victories against Leicester (47-21),
Newport (37-3), Pontypridd (44-12), the
Barbarians (44-20) and Swansea (42-16).
Matches against Pontypool, that year's
champions to be, featured large in the
season, with Cardiff suffering a
humiliating 24-6 defeat at Pontypool Park
before emerging 24-3 victors in the cup
semi-final at Newport just two weeks
later. Despite being overwhelming
underdogs, the Blue and Blacks rose to
the occasion and won the day through
twenty points from Gareth Davies with
four penalties, two drop goals and the
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1930-1944

The period between the wars saw Cardiff
continue to struggle with regular defections to
rugby league, but it also saw some great names
jain the club, notably the two great sporting
all-rounders, Maurice Turnbull and Wil
Wealler, together with CLiff Jones and a young
Bleddyn Willlams. Cardiff continued Lo be in
great demand to play clubs across Britain,

but further victories against touring sides
remained eluswe,
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1980-1989

After the Welsh Cup Final disappointments of
the seventies, the eighties saw five viclories

in six appearances. An elusive unolficial
championship title was also achieved in
something of a golden era that was built around
an culstanding pack leaturing Jedl Whitefoot,
Alan Philips, and lan Eidman in the front row
and Bob Morster and Kevin Edwards in the
second. The back row was constructed around
John Scotl, together with the likes of Bob Lakin,
Owen Golding, Gareth Roberts, Brian Lease,
Tim Crothers, and Rhedri Lewis, With Holmes

and Davies dominant at half-back, the silky

skills of Mark Ring. Alan Donovan, and Mike

Rayer were combined with power of Adrian
e, Hadley and Gerald Caordle behind,
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2000-2009

The rew millennium brought a league title,

a stunning Anglo-Welsh Cup win at
Twickenham, and a European semi-final.

The new professional era continued to impact
as reguonal rugby was introduced to Wales
and Cardiff morphed into Cardilf Bluas'.

The signing of rugby league star lestyn Harris,
former All Blacks Xavier Rush, Ben Blair, and
Jonah Lomu, together with Maori Paul Tito,
made clear statements about the side's
ambitions in the new age. At the decade end,
the Blues made the momentous decision to
leave the Arms Park for the newly-built Cardiff
City Stadium
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Celebrating Cardiff Rugby Club 1876-2026
Members Offer, Special Edition Books

This landmark publication offers a once in a lifetime opportunity
to have your name associated with this great club. Both the
Limited and Subscriber editions will contain the names of those
who purchase either volume ahead of the closing offer date.
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Subscriber Edition 500 copies:
Order by 20 March 2026.

e Each copy printed with
500 subscriber names

AT A A

e High quality paper and binding

e Hardback cover with silver foil

i O

» 208 pages of amazing stories
and reports

® Size 250mm x 250mm

e 63,000 words, over 330 illustrations
e Price, £40

e [SBN 9781805951827

Pre-order the Limited or
Subscriber Editions by 20 March 2026,
for publication, September 2026.
Graffeg/CardiffRugbyBooks
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' Slip case for
Limited Edition only

Limited Edition 150 copies:
Order by 20 March 2026.

e Each copy printed with
150 subscriber names

e Only 150 copies available in this edition
* High quality paper and binding

e Hardback cover with gold foil

e Signed by six Cardiff Greats

* Includes a slip case cover

e 224 pages of amazing stories
and reports

e Size 250mm x 250mm

* 66,000 words, over 370 illustrations
* Price, £150

* [SBN 9781805951834



Cardiff
Rugby Club
1876-2026

150 YEARS

A celebration of the rich and storied history of Cardiff rugby
from its foundation in 1876 to the present day. The club’s
history is second to none, having achieved victories over all
the major touring sides and supplied record numbers

of British Lions and Welsh internationals.
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Pre-order the Limited or
Subscriber Editions by
20 March 2026.
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